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Mission

The World Digital Library provides free and universal 

access to primary source content that documents the 

histories and cultural achievements of all countries. This 

content includes manuscripts, books, maps, prints and 

photographs, films, and sound recordings.
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Home Page in English



World Digital Library   www.wdl.orgOSI  |   WEB SERVICES

Home Page in Arabic
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Objectives

• Promote international and intercultural understanding

• Expand multilingual and culturally diverse content on 

the Internet

• Provide resources to students, teachers, and scholars

• Build knowledge and capacity in the developing world; 

help narrow the “digital divide”
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June 2005
Library of Congress proposes WDL to UNESCO

December 2005
Initial private sector funding secured

December 2006
Experts meeting at UNESCO to plan project

October 2007
Prototype demonstrated at UNESCO General Conference

April 2009
Public launch of www.wdl.org

Timeline

http://www.wdl.org/


World Digital Library   www.wdl.orgOSI  |   WEB SERVICES

• Partners contribute digital versions of rare and unique     
cultural treasures from their collections to the WDL

• 51 partners in 33 countries throughout the world

• Arab-country partners include:
• Bibliotheca Alexandrina (Egypt)

• National Library and Archives of Egypt

• Iraqi National Library and Archives

• Tetouan-Asmir Association (Morocco)

• Central Library, Qatar Foundation

• King Abdullah University of Science and Technology (Saudi Arabia)

Partners
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The WDL in Arabic

• Arabic is one of seven interface languages (along with 

Chinese, English, French, Portuguese, Russian, and 

Spanish)

• Arabic speakers can search for, find, and learn about the 

world’s cultural treasures in their native language
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The WDL in Arabic
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Arabic Treasures on the WDL

• Manuscripts, books, journals, and other rare and unique 

items in Arabic are among the cultural treasures featured 

on the WDL

• Non-Arabic speakers can search for, find, and learn 

about cultural treasures from the Arab world in their 

native languages
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Arabic Treasures on the WDL
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Arabic Treasures on the WDL
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Sources of Arab-language Documents on the WDL

• Digitization of content at major libraries and other institutions in the 
Arab world, including the establishment of digital content production 
centers

• “Virtual repatriation” of content held in libraries and museums 
outside the Arab world

• KAUST-WDL International Advisory Group on Arabic Scientific 
Manuscripts (Library of Congress; National Library of France; Oxford; 
British Library)
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On April 21, 2009: Day One

• The WDL site became available to the public.

• The site was officially launched at UNESCO 

headquarters in Paris.

• The press conference was the most well-attended in 

UNESCO history!

• Over 1,700 official news reports (print, radio, TV) were 

published!
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On April 21, 2009: Day One

• 600,000 visitors

• 7,000,000 page views

• Visitors from every country in the world

From April 21 to September 30:

• 5,000,000 visitors

• 42,000,000 page views

• Countries of highest usage:  Spain, China, United 

States, France, Russian Federation, Brazil, Argentina, 

Mexico, Ukraine, Canada
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Use of the WDL in Arabic

• 1,000,000 page views in Arabic

• Thousands of visitors from each of the following countries: 

Algeria, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Tunisia, United Arab 

Emirates, Syrian Arab Republic, Jordan, Lebanon, Kuwait, Libya, 

Bahrain, Qatar, Yemen, Sudan, Oman, Iraq

Popular items viewed in Arabic:

• The Light of the Eyes and the Enlightened Landscape of Vision 

(http://www.wdl.org/en/item/2852) 

• Map of the Three Arabias (http://www.wdl.org/en/item/58)

http://www.wdl.org/en/item/2852
http://www.wdl.org/en/item/58
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Next Steps, Priorities

• Recruit additional partners in the Arab world

• Add Arabic content to www.wdl.org

• Build capacity to create and process digital content 

• Expand usage, including through new applications 

developed for mobile devices

• Work with educators and curators to better present 

Arabic content for a global audience 

http://www.wdl.org/

