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Demographics
ÅArab World Population: 325M

ÅNative Speakers: 422M

ÅEnglish Speaking Arabs: 6.5M (2%)

Å!Ǌŀō LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǳǎŜǊǎ όWǳƴŜ ΩлфύΥ пуa 
(0.5% of global internet users)

ÅBut less than 0.5% of internet is in Arabic?
ïOnly 17% of Arabic content is available in digital 

format.



Estimating Arabic Content

Åd1g.com web crawl (2008): 
ïStarting from the top 2000 Arabic sites on the web.

ïConsidering a page Arabic is it contains at least 100 
characters in Arabic.

ïFound: 50M pages
ÅLeading to an estimate: 100M-200M pages.

ÅGoogle Probe (2009):
ïApprox. 700M pages with Arabic characters

ïApprox. 14B with English.

ïAccording to Yahoo! 58B total web pages.



Arabic Content on Wikipedia

How Many Arabic Articles?

ω103,835 
όhŎǘΦ Ψлфύ

Other Languages?

ωItalian: 608K

ωLatin: 32K

ωHebrew: 97K

What about the trend?

ωмлΣнрт όWŀƴΦ Ψлсύ 
10X for Arabic

ωууоY όWŀƴΦ Ψлсύ 
4X for English



Information Revolution in Arab World 

Memory Print Television Satellite TV Internet



Internet Penetration

Å These numbers disguise a digital divide.
Å Ex: 90% of internet usage in Jordan is in Amman, a place that has less than 

50% of the overall population.
ï Barriers: Language & economic.



Arab Broadband Internet Adoption

Å¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ōǊƻŀŘōŀƴŘ 
subscribers.

Å27 million high-speed internet subscriptions in 
the region by 2014.

ÅUp from the 7.1 Million subscriptions in Q1 2009.

Å66% of growth that the region witnessed in 2008 
will be leveling out at around 24.9% (CAGR) by 
2014.

ÅThis is driven by demand for rich media.



What do Arabs Use the Internet for?

Streaming Audio & Video

Chat & Forums

Downloading Content

Email & Search



Rich Media On a Global Scale

Å90% of consumer 
IP traffic will be 
video in 2013. 





CAGR

42%

50%

37%

49%

51%

39%

37%



YŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΧ
ÅStandard Broadband in the Arab World:

ï128K to 256K connection speeds.

ÅStandard Broadband in the developed world:

ï8MB+ connection speeds

ïNew: Fiber Optic to the home 



Some Considerations About 
Arabic

Challenges and Opportunities



When Was This Written?

Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name... Give us this day 

our daily bread.

1000 A.D

1300 A.D

1600 A.D



When Was This Written?

 АмϽІ ШϽϦ м ̪ ̭ϝУϯЮϜ ев блзв ϥтϒϽТ ̪ блϠ ϹϧКϒ дϜн϶ϖ м ̭ϝЦϹЊϒ ϝзЮ дϝЪ

ϟϧКϒ Ϥϻ϶ϓТ ̪ ϟϚϝϯК Ϣн϶цϜ м ϣЦϜϹЋЮϜ . ϥЯЧТ сЃУзЮ ϥлϡϧжϖ бϪ : ЙУзт ϝв м

̭ϝУЋЯЮ ъ ϞϝϧЛЯЯТ ϜнϳЯЊ дϖ блжϗТ ̪ ϞϝϧЛЮϜ . ϤϽЫУϦ бϪ ̪ блϧЛВϝЧгϠ ϥгглТ

 ϥЯЧТ ̪ еузВϝϡв Ϣн϶ϖм ϽкϝЗЮϜ сТ ̭ϝЦϹЊϒ м РϼϝЛв еуϠ ЀϝзЮϜ ϥтϒϽТ : ъ

 блϧЛВϝЧв ϱЯЋϦ . ϣЦϜϹЋЮϜ дϜнтϸ пЮϖ ̪ Ϣн϶цϜ дϜнтϸ ев блЯЧзϦ дϒ сПϡзт ϝгжϖ

 ϢϽкϝЗЮϜ . ϣЯвϝЛв блϧЯвϝК м ̪ РϼϝЛгЮϜ ϣЯгϮ пЮϖ блϧЯЧж ϝлЮ ϜнϳЯЋт бЮ дϗТ

блϡϦϝЛϦ дϒ БЯПЮϜ ев м ̪ РϼϝЛгЮϜ.

Å ̪рϾнϯЮϜ еϠ ϬϽУЮϜ сϠц ϽВϝϷЮϜ ϹуЊ ϞϝϧЪ ев1116 - 1198 ϣтϸыув. 



ϣуЮϝϳЮϜ ϩϳϡЮϜ ϤϝЪϽϳв ϼнЋЦ йϮмϒм ϤϝуЮϝЫІϖ ЍЛϠ

     - ϣгЯЫЮϝϠ ϹϚϜмϿЮϜ :ЭЋϧгЮϜ ϽϯЮϜ РϽϲϒ  .
ÅϝзЛзЋв сТ ЭгЛЯЮ.

ï ЭуЫЇϧЮϜ :сжϝЛгЮϜ сТ аϝϦ Рыϧ϶Ϝ пЮϖ ЭуЫЇϧЮϜ ϤϝЦмϽТ рϸϕϦ.
Å ϼ Ϲ̲ Ц̲- ϼ Ϲ̶ Ц̲- ϼϹ Ц̴.

ïϝглЮϝЫІϒ Рыϧ϶Ϝм ϸϽУгЮϜм ЙгϯЮϜ  .
Å ϟЮϝВ- ϞыВ . ϣЂϼϹв- ЀϼϜϹв.

ïϣгЯЫЮϜ ИмϻϮ.
Å  ЙгϧЂϜ)ЭЛТ(-  ЙгϧЃв)ЭКϝТ бЂϜ (-  ИϝгϧЂϜ)ϼϹЋв.( 

Å "ЬϜнІ анЊ ò ЭϠϝЧвñЬϜнІ аϝуЊò




